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MEMORANDUM FOR Combat Casualty Care Course (C-4) Advance Trauma Life Support (ATLS) Students
SUBJECT:  ATLS for C-4 Course

1.  Welcome to the ATLS course.  ATLS is a 2 ½ day course with long days and a very strict schedule.  Students will have no time to leave the course site once the course begins.  This course is not designed to teach you the material in the book, but to highlight the important aspects within each chapter.  The ATLS pre-test should be completed prior to arriving to the course.  Use your enclosed pre-test as a guide to identify your insufficiencies.  The pre-test is used by the course director to address any commonly missed questions by course attendees.  All triage scenarios in your manual should be reviewed prior to the course as well.

2.  The content and skills presented in this course are designed to assist physicians in providing emergency care for the trauma patient.  The ATLS course provides the essential information and skills physicians may apply to identify and treat life-threatening or potentially life-threatening injuries under the extreme pressures associated with caring for patients in the fast-paced environment and anxiety of the resuscitation room. 
3.  Physicians and Oral Surgeons/Dentists will attend the ATLS course.  If current in ATLS and not due to expire within twelve months, those physicians may then either attend Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS) course or audit the Trauma Nursing Core Course (TNCC), if seats are available.  International physicians may also attend ATLS and will receive credit upon completion, having met all of ATLS passing requirements.  
4.  ATLS exceptions, physician extenders (PEs), are defined as nurse practitioners and physician assistants.  The number of actively participating PEs cannot be more than 25% of the number of students attending one course.  If there are dentists and PEs in one course, combined they cannot be more than 25% of the attending students.  Upon completing all American College of Surgeons ATLS requirements, PEs will receive a PE ATLS completion card.  
5.  If you are current in ATLS and do not choose to take PHTLS you will attend ATLS, if there are seats available, with the option of auditing or retaking the course for credit.  Remember, if you did not receive instructor potential (IP) the first time you took the course, this could be an opportunity for you to achieve that IP recommendation.  In order to be considered for the PHTLS or TNCC slots, please send your request for enrollment consideration to the DMRTI Registrar’s office at registrar@amedd.army.mil or call them at (210) 221-9143.  Students will not be allowed to enroll in another course (PHTLS/TNCC) at course registration.   
6.  If you would like further information on ATLS, contact us at ATLS@amedd.army.mil.
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